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Although it is agreed that many of the most difficult 
and disturbing problems of family living are related to 
family expenditures, yet there is prehaps less serious 
careful study given to the distribution of money for liv­
ing expenditures than almost any other phase of home-
making. If a balanced budget was kept at all times some of 
the problems of this situation would be eliminated. 
This situation, however, is not surprising; many 
home makers are so completely occupied with the responsi­
bility of clothing, feeding and otherwise providing for 
the physical welfare of their families that these matters 
which can be pushed aside are postponed until neglect 
produces a difficulty which compels them to give at least 
temporary attention in the matter. 
Living expenditures may be defined as those actually 
expenses in the form of cash and credit purchases that 
furnish the necessities and comforts for the enjoyment of 
life or for one's well being. Certain plans should be made 
for the family expenditures so that the requirements of 
the families standards of living will be met. 
If the se expenditures are defined in a family con­
ference after full discussion of all points involved and 
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a family spending budget or plan is made the cooperation 
of all the members will be more positive and the problem 
of disorganization is less liable to occur. 
It is difficult for individuals to insist upon their 
right to spend carelessly or selfishly when they see that 
in order to gratify their whim they have deprived the 
whole group of necessities or of comforts which would add 
materially to their efficiency. 
Purpose: The purpose of this study is to analyze 
the living expenditures of ten families in Washington 
County, Texas and to see just how much is spent for items 
in relation to the income. Nothing has been done to find 
out the average cost of living among Negroes in the county. 
The standard of living in an economic sense of the 
modern family is measured by the income which of course, 
must be valued in terms of money. 
The writer has undertaken this task to find out 
something definite and concrete about the economic status 
of the Negro farm family in Washington County, Texas. 
The present study will have served its purpose if it 
aids anyone in makimg similar studies. 
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CHAPTER II 
Method of Securing Date 
The methods that were used in collecting material 
for this study were as follows: (1) Survey methods made 
through personal contacts by the writer and by question­
naire filled out by each family or home visited. (2) By 
reports and books of similar studies made by others. 
(3) Interviews with the Vocational Agricultural teacher of 
the community. 
Ten families were picked at random, the questionnaires 
w e r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e m  t o  f i l l  o u t .  N o  s p a c e  w a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  
the names of the families but they were classified as 
families A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, and J. 
Few household accounts were kept accurately, so ex­
penditures were estimated. 
The job of calculating expenditures was done on a 
yearly basis by the writer. The information was very 
easily secured which was quite surprising because of the 
general tendencies of farm prople. 
By using the above named methods, quite likely a rea­
sonable insight into the living expenditures of the Ten 




Number in family males _females 
I. Income 
What is your monthly income? yearly 
Income? From what source does it come? 
II. Shelter 
Do you own your home? Rent? 
Buying? How much rent do you pay? 
Payments on your home each year? 
How many bedrooms do you have? Number of per­
sons per bedroom? Is your house painted? 
Screened? Partially? 
How much do you spend for repairs on your home each month? 
_year? 
III.Food 
What amount do you spend for food each month?_ 
Year? Do you have a garden? Cost 
of production? 
IV. Clothing 
How much do you spend for clothing each month? 
Year? Do you make your clothing 
V. Education 
Number of children in elementary school? 
High School? College? Number above 
school age Below school age 
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Amount of money spent for school expenses on elementary 
children? High School children 
College children? How much do you spend for 
educational organizations each month? $ 
Books? $ Newspapers? $ 
Magazines? $ 
VI. Health 
How much do you spend for patent medicines each 
month? $ Year? $> Service of the 
doctor each month? $ Year? $> 
Promotion of health projects in your community? 
VII. Transportation 
How much do you pay for the upkeep of your transporta­
tion facilities? Month? $ Year? $ 
VIII. Operating Expenses 
mat does it cost you to operate your lighting system 
each month? Heating system? ijj> 
Pood preparation system? 
IX. Live Stock 
V/hat does it cost to maintain your livestock each 
month? $ poultry? ijj> cows? § 
X. Farm 
How many acres do you operate? _ V/hat 
does it cost to operate your farm each month? $> 
year? $ 
XI. Furniture and Equipment 
6 
How much do you spend for furniture and household 
equipment each month? $ Construction of harns? 
$ Chicken houses? $ Farm imple­
ments? $ Reapirs on these articles? 
3> 
XII. Miscellaneous 
What amount do you spend for lodges each month? 
Church? | Recreation of any kind? # 
Other organizations? $ Operation of radio? 
| Victrola? & _ Matches? . 
Toilet articles? $ Tohacco? $ Chewing gum? 
$ Gifts? % 
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Expenditures Classified 
The writer classified the expenditures of these fami­
lies as: Food, clothing, shelter, health operating expenses, 
education, furniture and equipment, transportation, and 
miscellaneous. These heads were selected because it was 
thought that all things purchased by £hese farm folks would 
fall under one of these heads. 
It was discovered that more money was spent for food, 
clothing, operating expenses and miscellaneous products 
than any other items. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  \  
There was a tendency toward unequal distribution of 
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Number of Acres Operated: 
Table III shows the distribution of acres operated 
by the ten Negro fann families. The largest farm consisted 
of 132 acres and the smallest 19 acres. 
Size of Family: 
The average size of the families was 5.1 persons. 
School Age: 
The ten families had very few children below school 
age. (Six years). Five families had no children below school 
age. Three had one. Four families had two children in high 
school; one had three, one had one and five families had 
none. Six families had no children in elementary school; 
three had two; one had five. There was only family with a 
child in college. 
Rooms and Persons per Room in Ten Negro Families Studied: 
Owners had on an average of 4.9 rooms per house with 
an average of 1,5 persons per room; part owners had 5.1 
rooms with 2.2 persons per room; cash tennants had 4 rooms 
and 2.1 persons per room; share tenants had 3.7 rooms and 
2.1 persons to the room. 
In some cases, one room was used for both dining 
room and kitchen while in other cases, and in the majority 
of cases, there was a separate room for each purpose. 
The average mentioned above indicates that there was 
overcrowding in a_i.l ten families studied except in the 
case of owners. 
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Sources of Income '• 
Income for this study was defined as the difference 
between farm cash receipts and farm expenses, plus net 
cash receipts from sources other than the farm. It is the 
amount of cash which the farm family has available for the 
purpose of family or household expenditures during the year. 
15 
CHAPTER HI 
Analysis of Group's Expenditures 
How the Ten Negro Farm families Spent Their Income 
Food: 
The lowest expenditure group spent on an average of 
$166.00 for food. The highest group spent on an average 
of $300.00. The average cost of food for the families 
$120.00 per year. 
Clothing: 
The lowest expenditure group spent on an average of 
35.00 dollars for clothing. The next group spent $150.00; 
and the highest group spent $200.00. The average cost of 
clothing for the ten families was $95.00. 
Health: 
Health for this study comprised doctors' bills and 
medicine. The ten families spent $45.00 for health purposes. 
Operating Expenses: 
The lowest expenditure group spent on an average 
of $129.00 for operating expenses while the highest ex­
penditure group spent $529.00. The ten families spent 
on an average of $65.80 for operating expenses. 
Education: 
Education included the buying of books, magazines, 
sums spent on school children for supplies, and educational 
organizations. The lowest group expenditure was $11.40 
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The highest expenditure group was $69.73. ̂ he average for 
all families was $81.00. 
Furniture and Equipment: 
The average spent by the ten families for the nec­
essary household furniture and equipment which included 
kitchen utensils and other equipment such asj farm tools, 
was $40.00. Only one family owned a radio. The majority of 
the families owned victrolas, however. 
Transpo rtatlon t 
Transportation consisted of travel by automobile. 
The majority of the ten families made travels in some 
kind of an auto. This meant an expense for gas, oil, tires, 
and certain parts. The average cost of transportation was 
$60.00. 
Miscellaneous : 
Under the heading of miscellaneous is listed dues, 
toilet articles, matches, tobacco, chewing gum, and gifts. 
The highest expenditure group spent $51,28 for unclassi­
fied items, while the average for the ten families was 
$11.48. 
From this analysis, the writer discovered that these 
families spent more for food, clothing, and less was spent 
for education. It was also discovered that operating ex­
penses and miscellaneous products held their rightful 
places in ttie expenditures, that is, quite a bit was spent 
for these. 
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From such an analysis, it may be said that too 
much money in relation to the income is spent for food, 
and clothes, and less for other important items. 
16 
CHAPTER V 
Summary of Findings 
No attempt has been made or will be made in this 
study to draw any definite conclusions. Nothing has been 
done toward this type of study in Washington County, Tex­
as. Several studies of this kind will in ve to be made 
to draw any definite conslusions. The main aim of making 
this presait study which is incomplete, is to establish 
a foundation for similar studies and to show the value 
of such a study. There are many important financial pro­
blems in the families mentioned that received very little 
study or attention, but it is hoped that this meager in­
formation will be a stimulus to more research work for this 
same type of thing. 
These ten families were picked at random. Question­
naires were given them to be filled out. Information 
through personal contact was gained in the process of 
filling out these questionnaires. Through this contact, 
it was easy to get information on the various expenditures 
of these families. 
The ten fam lies studied spent an average of $500,00 
for their living expenses of which three fourths was fur­
nished by the farms. 
There were six Negro families which owned their farms 
and four that were share renters. 
The largest farm operated was 132 acres and it was 
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personal property of the owner. 
The average size of the ten Negro families was 5.1 
persons. 
It was discovered by the writer that more money was 
spent food, clothing and operating expenses than any other 
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